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Introduction 
The United Nations acts on road safety 
On September 25th 2015, countries adopted a set of goals to end poverty, 
protect the planet and ensure prosperity for all as part of a new sustainable 
development agenda. Each goal has specific targets to be achieved over the 
next 15 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These goals contain two specific references to road safety: 

 

3.6 - By 2020, halve the number of global deaths 
and injuries from road traffic accidents. 

 

11.2 - By 2030, provide access to safe, affordable, 
accessible and sustainable transport systems for 
all, improving road safety, notably by expanding 
public transport, with special attention to the 
needs of those in vulnerable situations, women, 
children, persons with disabilities and older 
persons. 

 

“For the goals to be 
reached, everyone needs 

to do their part: 
governments, the private 
sector, civil society and 

people like you.” 
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The scale of the problem 
Road safety has been included in the Sustainable Development Goals due to the 
scale of the problem globally.  According to World Health Organisation (WHO) 
figures, 1.25 million people die in road collisions every year, with up to 50 
million people sustaining non-fatal injuries.  
 

 
 
If you have employees driving in more than one country – even if it’s only 
commuting to and from work – then it is important to understand the risks that 
they face locally.  You can find out more information on the scale of the 
problem, by individual country, by following the link on our website here. 
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“90% of these fatalities occur in low and 
middle-income countries, even though these 
countries only account for 54% of the 
World’s registered vehicles.  Almost half of 
the fatalities are vulnerable road users – 
pedestrians, cyclists and motorcyclists.” 
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What can organisations do? 
At first sight it might seem that the problem is too big for any one organisation 
to influence, but this is not the case. 
 

Manage your work-related road risks 
Road safety research shows that drivers making work-related road journeys are 
significantly more at risk compared to drivers making private journeys, even 
when factors such as higher distances travelled have been accounted for.  
Driving is probably the riskiest thing that you ask your employees to undertake 
as part of their work. 
 
Managing work-related road risks is not an easy thing to do, but the results, if 
done correctly, are significant.  Not only will you be managing your Duty of 
Care – towards your employees and other road users – but you will see 
significant cost savings and enhanced Corporate Social Responsibility. 
 
The diagram below illustrates some of the elements of a successful risk 
management program, and you can find out more information here. 
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The use of technology 
Recent developments in Advanced Driver Assistance Systems (ADAS) have led 
to improvements in road safety, as vehicles fitted with some of these 
technologies have been proven to be involved in fewer crashes – the systems 
can prevent collisions from occurring. 
 
 

 
 
Currently the most effective and most widely available ADAS system is 
Autonomous Emergency Braking (AEB).  A study undertaken by Euro NCAP and 
Australasian NCAP showed that in real World driving cars equipped with AEB 
were involved in 38% fewer rear end collisions.  According to analysis of UK 
insurance data, undertaken by Thatcham Research, third party injury claims 
associated with the VW Golf VII (with AEB) were 45% lower than equivalent 
models without the technology fitted. 
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As such, organisations should be specifying that this technology is fitted as 
standard on all the vehicles employees use for making work-related road 
journeys, including situations where employees use their own vehicles for work 
purposes.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lobbying for change 
In some markets AEB is being fitted as standard on an ever-increasing range of 
vehicles, or is available as an option, so your choice of vehicles should not be 
limited.  In some low and middle-income countries AEB fitment is in its infancy 
– in fact even more basic vehicle safety, such as ensuring 4-5* NCAP standards, 
is not met.  It is in these markets that organisations, with their increased 
purchasing power, can influence manufacturers and leasing companies to 
make vehicles with basic safety standards, AEB, and other ADAS technology, 
available on the market.  
 
Organisations also have a role to play in lobbying governments to make the 
fitment of technology such as AEB mandatory, along with ensuring vehicles 
meet NCAP 4-5* standards, in the countries where they are operating.  This is 
especially true of large corporates who can influence government policies in 
countries where they have a significant presence. 
 

Working with your suppliers 
Organisations who embrace road safety and manage their own work-related 
road risks are also able to influence their supply chain.  Fleet safety 
management standards can be added into contracts, and you can work with 
your suppliers to help them achieve these using your experiences locally.  

“More advanced AEB systems can now help 
prevent collisions with vulnerable road users 

such as cyclists and pedestrians, enhancing 
road safety in urban and city environments.” 
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Conclusions 
Fleets, and the organisations that run them, are in a unique position to 
positively influence road safety in the countries where they operate, 
contributing to Sustainable Development Goal 3.6.  In many low and middle-
income countries, where road fatalities and serious injuries are at their highest, 
people making work-related journeys – and commuting to and from work – 
make up a high proportion of all road journeys.  
 
Anything your organisation can do to manage and influence these journeys, 
by enhancing your own fleet safety management systems through to working 
with your vehicle providers, suppliers and even local governments, will help 
reduce the number of people killed or seriously injured on the road. 
 
Improving road safety is a noble goal, and if successful it will help you with 
your Corporate Social Responsibilities as well as reducing your Total 
Cost of Risk and Total Cost of Ownership – in fact everybody benefits! 

 


